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Scouting for CBB on Kauai

Kauai Agricultural Research Center (Kapa'a) Moloa'aBay Coffee (N. Kauai; Moloa'aBay)
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ÅTechnician - Jared 
Bernard

ÅContinue to trap 
and run visual 
transects for signs 
of CBB at three 
locations on Kauai 
on a weekly basis

ÅTo date, no 
evidence of CBB on 
Kauai
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A video was played. 

Dissecting green coffee berries to 
determine the position of CBB can 
be tedious. As an alternative to this 
method, a fine spray of alcohol was 
used to assess the percent of CBB 
that were alive and targetable using 
pesticides. To test how reliable this 
method is, an observational study 
was conducted in three fields. From 
each field 5 trees were selected at 
random and from each tree 20 
coffee berries with an entry hole 
were sprayed with alcohol. After 30 
seconds, all the berries from which 
a live CBB emerged were dissected 
immediately and CBB position was 
determined based on the stage of 
entry hole (A/B or C/D). If no CBB 
emerged, the berries were carefully 
dissected to see if the CBB were 
alive, dead or missing. 
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About 60% of CBB emerged within 
30 seconds of spray. 
If the CBB was alive and in A/B 
position, 90% of them came out 
soon after the spray. Most CBB 
emerging from the C/D position 
were at the early stages of drilling 
(just reached the bean). So their 
percentage could vary as the 
season progress. Alcohol may be 
used as a tool to estimate live CBB 
population. This study is ongoing 
and industry will updated as more 
data become available.

Graph: Assessment of 300 berries


