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Contact me if you're interested!  

I am participating in a USDA NIFA Organic Transitions grant proposal as a co-PI and we are looking for 

one or two additional farm collaborators.  

 

This grant will look at the inclusion of shade trees, in particular, a sterile, hybrid Leucaena 'KX4-Hawaii' 

and mulch from this Leucaena. ‘KX4-Hawaii’ is a triploid hybrid of themeso-American species Leucaena 

leucocephala ssp. glabrata (2n = 104) and Leucaena esculenta (2n = 52). It is a fast-growing, vigorously 

responding N-fixing tree that makes a good all-around mulch. Biannual stumping/pollarding can be 

timed with seasonal coffee flowering/fruiting and management cycles, so this can coincide with early B. 

bassiana application and control of CBB. 

 

This is a 3-year project in which the trees can be planted in row with coffee for shade and mulch 

materials, or along coffee farm borders for windbreaks, potential shading, and mulch materials.  

 

The project would provide assistance in planting, pruning, chipping and mulching. We also anticipate 

that the planting and mulch will be beneficial to the farm. In addition, we'd like to learn the pros and 

cons to including these 'KX4-Hawaii' trees as well as their mulch and will ask you survey questions during 

the project. 

 

Might you be interested in supporting this project, and joining us as a collaborator? 

 

There are no guarantees that we will get this funding, but we'll try our best, and will let farm 

collaborators know if we do or do not receive funding. 

 

Please let me know if you if you are interested or have questions about partnering with us on this 

project, and contact me as soon as possible at andreak@hawaii.edu. If you decide to become a 

collaborator, I'll send you a letter template in which you can modify and submit back to us. 

 

Thank you, 

Andrea 

mailto:andreak@hawaii.edu


  
Have your voice heard! 
Needs Assessment for Agricultural Economics, Finance, and Business in Hawaiʻi 2020. 
Survey from UH CTAHR Extension Agents. 
 
Aloha, 
  
We are recently-hired extension agents with the University of Hawaiʻi – Mānoa’s College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR).  Sarah works in the area of agricultural economics and 
Shannon works in the area of agricultural finance and business.     
  
We are requesting your participation in a short survey to help us gain a better understanding of needs 
related to Hawaiʻi’s food and agricultural system as well as your needs as a part of that system. The 
survey should take less than 10 minutes to complete.  The results of this needs assessment survey will 
be used to help us develop programs throughout the state related to agricultural economics, finance, 
and business that can better help you. 
  
If you are involved in food or agriculture in the state of Hawaiʻi, please take this survey by going to the 
following webpage https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MD9TYFK.   
Please complete this survey by March 18.    
  
If you have questions about this needs assessment please call or email: 
  
Sarah Rehkamp                                  Shannon Sand 
Assistant Extension Agent                   Assistant Extension Agent 
Agricultural Economics                        Agricultural Finance  
808-969-8221                                      808-969-8217 
srehkamp@hawaii.edu                        srsand@hawaii.edu  
  
Mahalo! 
Sarah Rehkamp and Shannon Sand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hawaiicoffeeed.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc446b652099bc74de6d6d59d&id=a320bb6a31&e=fa1216514d
mailto:srehkamp@hawaii.edu
mailto:srsand@hawaii.edu


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
UH CTAHR Cooperative Extension Offices was closed on the following days: 

Thursday, March 26th, in observance of Prince Kuhio Day 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Visit https://www.hawaiicoffeeed.com/events-and-announcements for additional information 
on the following events, announcements and more. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Dear Growers and Friends, 
   
Contact me if you're interested!  

I am participating in a USDA NIFA Organic Transitions grant proposal as a co-PI and we are looking for 

one or two additional farm collaborators.  

 

This grant will look at the inclusion of shade trees, in particular, a sterile, hybrid Leucaena 'KX4-Hawaii' 

and mulch from this Leucaena. ‘KX4-Hawaii’ is a triploid hybrid of themeso-American species Leucaena 

leucocephala ssp. glabrata (2n = 104) and Leucaena esculenta (2n = 52). It is a fast-growing, vigorously 

responding N-fixing tree that makes a good all-around mulch. Biannual stumping/pollarding can be 

timed with seasonal coffee flowering/fruiting and management cycles, so this can coincide with early B. 

bassiana application and control of CBB. 

 

This is a 3-year project in which the trees can be planted in row with coffee for shade and mulch 

materials, or along coffee farm borders for windbreaks, potential shading, and mulch materials.  

 

The project would provide assistance in planting, pruning, chipping and mulching. We also anticipate 

that the planting and mulch will be beneficial to the farm. In addition, we'd like to learn the pros and 

cons to including these 'KX4-Hawaii' trees as well as their mulch and will ask you survey questions during 

the project. 

 

Might you be interested in supporting this project, and joining us as a collaborator? 

 

There are no guarantees that we will get this funding, but we'll try our best, and will let farm 

collaborators know if we do or do not receive funding. 

 

Please let me know if you if you are interested or have questions about partnering with us on this 



project, and contact me as soon as possible at andreak@hawaii.edu. If you decide to become a 

collaborator, I'll send you a letter template in which you can modify and submit back to us. 

 

Thank you, 

Andrea 

  
Have your voice heard! 
Needs Assessment for Agricultural Economics, Finance, and Business in Hawaiʻi 2020. 
Survey from UH CTAHR Extension Agents. 
 
Aloha, 
  
We are recently-hired extension agents with the University of Hawaiʻi – Mānoa’s College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR).  Sarah works in the area of agricultural economics and 
Shannon works in the area of agricultural finance and business.     
  
We are requesting your participation in a short survey to help us gain a better understanding of needs 
related to Hawaiʻi’s food and agricultural system as well as your needs as a part of that system. The 
survey should take less than 10 minutes to complete.  The results of this needs assessment survey will 
be used to help us develop programs throughout the state related to agricultural economics, finance, 
and business that can better help you. 
  
If you are involved in food or agriculture in the state of Hawaiʻi, please take this survey by going to the 
following webpage https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MD9TYFK.   
Please complete this survey by March 18.    
  
If you have questions about this needs assessment please call or email: 
  
Sarah Rehkamp                                  Shannon Sand 
Assistant Extension Agent                   Assistant Extension Agent 
Agricultural Economics                        Agricultural Finance  
808-969-8221                                      808-969-8217 
srehkamp@hawaii.edu                        srsand@hawaii.edu  
Mahalo! 
Sarah Rehkamp and Shannon Sand 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

mailto:andreak@hawaii.edu
https://hawaiicoffeeed.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc446b652099bc74de6d6d59d&id=a320bb6a31&e=fa1216514d
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Reminder: Away from the Office 
I will be on vacation and away from the office for work events from March 10-20 and March 30 to April 
6. Please expect a delay in responses if you contact me during these dates. If you don't hear from me 
after the 20th and before the 30th or after the 6th, please follow-up with me.  
-Andrea 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Little Fire Ant Workshop - Kona 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
‘Catuai’ Coffee Seedling Trees for Sale – Proceeds Support the Kona Research Station 



I currently have 72 coffee seedlings of the variety 'Catuai' for sale. They are $5 each, have been 
grown in sterile media, and can be planted upon receipt. 
 
This is a one-time sale and all proceeds will go towards 
supporting the Kona Research Station and the coffee 
projects at the station. Please email me if you are 
interested in these plants. First come, first served 
basis. andreak@hawaii.edu 
-Andrea 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Workshop – Measuring The Things That Matter to Your Business by West Hawai’i Small Business 
Development Center – Kona 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 
9:00 am – 11:30 am 
Registration 8:45 am 
Hale Iako, Suite 119, NELHA (OTEC) Campus 
73-970 Makako Bay Drive 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Fee: $20  
For more information or to register visit http://bit.ly/2TazeGJ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Amy Greenwell Gardens’ Grow Hawaiian Festival and Grand Re-Opening 
Friends of Amy Greenwell Garden and Bishop Museum Present: 
2020 Grow Hawaiian Festival and Grand Re-Opening 
Amy BH Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden 
Saturday, February 29, 2020 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 
82-6160 Mamalahoa Highway 
Captain Cook, HI 96704 
 
Please join me at the CTAHR and HDOA educational display booth. – Andrea 

mailto:andreak@hawaii.edu


a



 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 



Avocados for Farm to State and/or Farm to School 
The Hawaii Department of Agriculture has been asked to conduct initial market research on the 
possibility of using off-grade avocados to supply public institutions.   
 
Please offer your thoughts:  

• What growers can supply avocados for the school lunch programs?  (DOE will follow-up) 
• Do small-to-medium growers work with food hubs in their area? 
• Are there food processors who could provide guacamole? 

Feel free to share this email – more information, better decisions can be made! 
Sharon 
  
Sharon Hurd 
Market Development Branch 
Hawaii Department of Agriculture 
(808) 973-9465 
Sharon.K.Hurd@hawaii.gov 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Hawaii County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency Conservation Program Assistance - Hawaii 
County USDA FSA 
 
Flash flooding has caused severe damage in the Pahala and Windward areas of the County. 
 
Farms and ranches suffering severe damage may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Hawaii County Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
 
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, 
would: 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to 
productive agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the 
eligible cost of restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers 
can receive up to 90 percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No producer is eligible for more than 
$500,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of measures may be eligible: 

• removing debris from farmland 
• grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland 
• restoring permanent fences 

mailto:Sharon.K.Hurd@hawaii.gov


• restoring conservation structures and other similar installations 

Producers who have suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and 
request assistance today through March 13, 2020. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection 

of the damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation 

Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of 
earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation 

For more information about ECP, please contact the Hawaii County FSA Office at 808-933-8381 or 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/hi 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
2020 Hawaii Chocolate & Cacao Association Conference 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 



Coffee Berry Borer Conference 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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